
 
 

1 
 

Washington State University 
Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee 

Guideline #14: The Separation of Species and Sick Animals 

Approval Date: 6/16/2022 

 

A. Purpose 
 

The purpose of the Guideline for Separation of Animals is to describe recommendations 
for the physical separation of animals by species, source, and health status, as described 
in the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, Eighth Edition and Guide for 
the Care and Use of Agriculture Animals in Research, Fourth Edition. 

 

B. Background 
 

This Guideline is applicable to all WSU staff, research investigators, and technicians who 
provide care and/or use animals for research, teaching or testing. 

 

C. Guideline 
 

Separation of Rodents and Aquatics: 

1. Physical separation of animals by species is recommended to prevent interspecies 
disease transmission and to eliminate the potential for anxiety and physiologic and 
behavioral changes due to interspecies conflict (Arndt et al. 2010, The Guide).  
 

2. Separation should usually be accomplished by housing different species in separate 
rooms, but, in some instances, it may be possible with cages that have filtered air or 
separate ventilation, or isolators.  
 

3. It may also be acceptable to house different species in the same room—for example, 
two species that have a similar pathogen status and are behaviorally compatible 
(PritchettCorning et al. 2009, The Guide), or aquatic species. 
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Separation of Agriculture Animals: 

1. Agricultural animals of different species are typically kept in different enclosures to 
reduce interspecies conflict, meet the husbandry and environmental needs of the 
animals, and facilitate research and teaching (Ag. Guide). 
 

2. Facility design and husbandry practices influence whether this can be accomplished 
in a manner that assures the welfare of the animals (Ag. Guide). 
 

3. Mixing of compatible species (e.g., sheep and cattle) can often be accomplished more 
easily in extensive production situations than in intensive housing situations (Ag. 
Guide). 
 

4. A OCV Veterinarian should recommend appropriate health and biosecurity practices 
if species are to be co-housed. 
 

Sick Animal Separation: 

1. Animals that are suspected of having contagious disease are isolated from healthy 
animals. When an entire group or room of animals is known or believed to be 
exposed to an infectious agent, the group is kept intact during the process of 
diagnosis, treatment, and control.  
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